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Indian Institute of Management Calcutta wins accreditation 

from AACSB 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-08-19/news/52983221_1_accreditation-aacsb-iim-calcutta 

MUMBAI: Indian Institute of Management Calcutta (IIM-C) has become the first IIM in the country to receive 

accreditation from Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) International. With this, India's oldest 

IIM joins an elite group of global institutes that have received this accreditation — considered the gold standard in 

business education — and earned by less than 5 per cent of the world's business programmes. 

Researchers hail policy of free access to science journals  

Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

LUCKNOW: To give impetus to scientific research in the country, the union government has for mulated a 

policy under which researchers will have an unrestricted and free access to government-funded research papers.  

Union minister of state for science and technology and ministry of earth sciences (independent charge) Jitendra 

Singh said in a recent order that the biotechnology department along with the department of science and 

technology had drafted an open access policy, which has been uploaded on department websites seeking 

suggestions from the scientific community and the public. Once the policy is adopted, researchers will have an 

unrestricted access to papers arising out of public-funded research without requiring to pay for it.  

“Several concerns such as payment of publication charges, copy right issues, freedom to choose the journal, 

quality etc have been raised. These will be addressed while framing the open access policy,” the order reads.  

Researchers have welcomed the government decision, saying that the move will help them for reference work 

without burning a hole in their pocket. “This is a good move that will boost research work in universities across 

India,” said a researcher at Lucknow University.  

Value education to de-stress IIT-Kharagpur undergraduates 

TNN | Aug 20, 2014, 12.04 AM IST 

KOLKATA: From the new academic session, that has just taken off, value education is making an entry into the 

curriculum of undergraduate students of IIT-Kharagpur. 

 

An all new Vivekananda Center of Excellence is starting at IIT-Kharagpur, funded completely by the Centre, to help 

students balance the extreme stress conditions that they have to weather for five years of their undergrad programme. 

Yoga, meditation, simple calming techniques, year-long inspirational workshops and lectures about balanced leadership 

will form the backbone of the value education content at the Center. 

 

While the institute is in the process of designing the curriculum, the underlying refrain is to find out an effective way of 

dealing with depression and suicidal tendencies that have been haunting the oldest and biggest IIT campus in the chain 

for the past six years. 

 

Over this period, 25 students have committed suicide in this institute for not being able to live up to their mirror image 

http://articles.economictimes.indiatimes.com/2014-08-19/news/52983221_1_accreditation-aacsb-iim-calcutta
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/gold
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that consists of a complex medley of grade points, placements, intense workload and a complete emotional disconnect 

with their immediate environment. Professors have no choice but to give attention to the top 10-15% brilliant boys and 

girls who ask the most questions out of their own urge to excel. The next 55%, somehow, manage to keep their grades, 

while the bottom 30% continue to slip till they either start failing their grades or drop out. At one point, the institute had 

the ideal ratio of one teacher per 10 students, which has fallen to 25 students now, thanks to the 400 vacant teaching 

posts that the institute hasn't been able to fill up in the last one decade. At the moment, at least 300 students are being 

counselled in the institute's counselling centre but that is not enough and hence the Vivekananda Center. 

 

"The idea is not to churn out just first-class engineers. That in any case we are being able to do. In the midst of this 

competition, several students lose their basic human qualities. Once that happens, stress and depression get an easy 

walkover. We hope that the new centre will help the students overcome this crisis," said IIT-Kgp director P P 

Chakraborty. 

 

It's coming up at the centre of a natural lake inside the campus, opposite the gymkhana. The Union ministry of human 

resources development has granted Rs 15 crore to IIT-Kgp for the centre. 



Page 8 of 15 

 

 



Page 9 of 15 

 

 



Page 10 of 15 

 

 



Page 11 of 15 

 



Page 12 of 15 

 

 



Page 13 of 15 

 



Page 14 of 15 

 

Panel to probe charges against VC, Registrar 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/puducherry/panel-to-probe-charges-against-pondicherry-university-vc-

registrar/article6331045.ece?ref=sliderNews 

The Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has constituted a two-member committee to 

investigate the allegations, levelled by Chandra Krishnamurthy, Vice-Chancellor of Pondicherry Central 

University, and by the Registrar, Rajiv Yaduvanshi, against each other.  

The committee will be led by former Vice-Chancellor of the Tamil Dr. MGR Medical University, 

Mayilvahanan Natarajan  

An order of the MHRD said that the committee had been constituted with the concurrence of the Union Minister 

and would have Dr. Natarajan as convener and V.Balachandran, retired Director General of Police of Tamil 

Nadu, as member. 

The committee’s terms of reference include examining the alleged violations of statute regarding nomination of 

Dr. Hariharan on the planning board, a complaint that Samyuktha, librarian in the university, had made to the 

National Commission for Scheduled Caste and the case of illegal detention of S.Radhakrishnan, first year post-

graduate student.  

The committee will also go into the alleged violation of statutes in appointment of V.Indumathi as Director of 

Studies, Educational Innovations and Rural Reconstruction and the conduct of executive council meetings by 

the V-C without visitor’s nominees. 

Dr.Chandra had alleged that the Registrar frequently went on leave without prior approval. On major policy 

decisions, the Registrar returned the files without reasons, she had said.  

 

Modi has a challenge for DRDO scientists: Finish projects 

before other nations 

 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-drdo-scientists-challenge/1/377926.html 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday exhorted country's scientists involved in defence research to 

complete their projects well before experts in other nations do. 

"I see that the big challenge is how we complete our work before time. If the world will finish something in 

2020, can we do it by 2018?" Modi said at a Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

function in New Delhi. 

"Our scientists work very hard in the lab. They sacrifice a lot and that is when they come out with something in 

the interest of humankind," he said. 

"World is changing very fast so are the parameters of war and defence. Technology is becoming a key driving 

force," he said. 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/puducherry/panel-to-probe-charges-against-pondicherry-university-vc-registrar/article6331045.ece?ref=sliderNews
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/puducherry/panel-to-probe-charges-against-pondicherry-university-vc-registrar/article6331045.ece?ref=sliderNews
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/narendra-modi-drdo-scientists-challenge/1/377926.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/people/narendra-modi/17737.html
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"Are our scientists getting the opportunity to interface with Army personnel? When this happens it will be very 

good," he said. 

"Let us identify universities in this field and then associate a scientist with the university. It will help students," 

Modi said. 

The PM said the country needed laboratories with young people. 

"We need labs in India which utilize raw talent, which employ people only below the age of 35," he said. 

The PM said the country needed ingenuity in defence research. 

"There is need for ingenuity in defence research and working at a faster pace to make India global leaders," he 

said. 

 

 


